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  The TCU Core Lab is a 15,000 sq. ft facility in Fort Worth, two miles from the 

TCU campus.  The facility stores numerous proprietary cores for industry part-

ners as well as cores owned by TCU used for workshops and viewings that are 

open to the public.  The facility has a large layout room for viewing core under 

both white and UV light, and an adjacent classroom and photography room, 

which is capable of photographing cores in the box using white and UV light.  

The layout room also has petrographic and stereo microscopes for viewing 

thin-sections and core pieces.

  The core lab is also home to scientific instruments used for research.  The lab 

currently has three handheld XRF instruments used to determine the elemental 

composition of core and rock samples, which is crucial in the study of mudrocks.  

The lab also has the capability of conducting spectral gamma ray scans of cores or 

using a handheld spectral gamma ray tool for smaller samples.  Geomechanical 

studies of cores are conducted using a micro-rebound hammer and a penetrometer 

(dimpler), which are able to determine the unconfined compressive strength of a 

rock.

“To provide a professional partnership between students, faculty and leaders in 

the energy industry through cooperation, mentorship, research, and education.”
  The TCU Core Facility is seeking donations of good quality cores for teaching 

and student research purposes. Although the Core Facility houses numerous pro-

prietary cores from many of the major unconventional and conventional plays, 

we are looking to expand our library of TCU-owned cores in order to increase our 

capabilities of holding public core workshops and to provide core for in-house 

student research as well as collaborative research with other institutions.

  If you and your company are looking for a tax write-off, are looking for 

ways to save money by reducing storage fees, no longer see the benefit of keep-

ing a core proprietary, or need the space for other items, please contact Blake 

Warwick. 

Don’t let your scientifically valuable cores go to waste!

The Core Lab

3300 W. Bolt Street

Fort Worth, TX 76110

Department of Geological Sciences

Sid Richardson Building, Suite 244A

2955 S. University Drive

Fort Worth, Texas 76109

• Over 120 wells from 10 different 

companies with plenty of room for 

more

•Major basins include Midland, Dele-

ware, Texas Gulf Coast, East Texas, 

and Utica, and Diyarbakir Basins

• Mix of proprietary core and publicly 

available core and core storage

•We are open for private viewings, 

tours, and research on the geology, 

sedimentology, petrophysics and geo-

chemistry of core samples.


